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House of Representatives
The House met at 10 a.m. 
The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 

Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 
Lord God, our defense in every battle 

and our source of peace, be with the 
Members of the House of Representa-
tives this day and guide the security of 
this Nation. 

The conquest of Jericho and the sin 
of Achan taught Joshua and the people 
of his day that You, Lord, would be 
with them in every engagement with 
an enemy as long as they followed all 
Your commands and held back nothing 
for themselves in their service to do 
Your holy will. Disobedience and self-
reliance lead only to defeat. 

Help us in our day to lead the war 
against terrorism; but let us never be 
deceived ourselves. Attuned to Your 
Word and the Spirit in the story of 
Joshua, may we, as individual citizens 
or in any corporate way, never excuse 
ourselves from honesty and integrity 
by acting out of stealth or deception, 
even for a moment. 

By Your power and grace may we al-
ways choose to do what is right, seek-
ing consultation and sensing our com-
munion with You, now and forever. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to 
clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote on 
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of 
the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I object to 
the vote on the ground that a quorum 

is not present and make the point of 
order that a quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 
rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Michigan (Mr. EHLERS) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. EHLERS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

f 

SUPPORT THE TEACHER RECRUIT-
MENT AND RETENTION ACT 

(Mr. EHLERS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, it is a 
pleasure to rise and speak about a bill 
we will be discussing today, H.R. 438, 
the Teacher Recruitment and Reten-
tion Act of 2003. This bill recognizes a 
major problem we are having in our K–
12 educational system, that is, the 
shortage of qualified teachers in spe-
cial education, math, and science. 

This bill addresses that by offering 
incentives to teachers to enter these 
fields and also to remain in these 
fields, primarily incentives through 
loan forgiveness of their student loans 
which they take out in order to obtain 
the proper training. 

To show my colleagues how serious 
this situation is, note that in: science, 
in American junior and high schools, 57 
percent of the teachers do not have ei-
ther a major or a minor in the subject 
that they are teaching. In high school 
physics, it is even worse: a significant 

percentage of teachers have not even 
taken one course in college physics. 

Those teachers who are highly quali-
fied in science are tempted to leave 
teaching because they can double their 
salary in industry, and so this bill is a 
good effort to maintain our teaching 
staff and retain them in the positions 
where we desperately need them. I urge 
its passage.

f 

FALSE AND MISLEADING 
STATEMENTS ABOUT IRAQ 

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, much 
media attention has been directed to-
ward the President’s State of the 
Union Address on January 28, 2003, 
wherein he alleged an Iraqi nuclear 
threat which the Vice President’s of-
fice knew was false almost a year ear-
lier. More attention needs to be paid to 
false and misleading statements which 
preceded the vote on the Iraqi resolu-
tion in this House. 

Two days before the vote on October 
8, 2002, speaking in Cincinnati, the 
President spoke of his determination 
to attack Iraq: ‘‘Facing clear evidence 
of peril, we cannot wait for the final 
proof, the smoking gun, that could 
come in the form of a mushroom 
cloud.’’ 

This chilling apocalyptic statement 
was not based on clear evidence of peril 
but was, in fact, based on falsehoods 
hidden from public view by the office of 
the Vice President. Did the Vice Presi-
dent’s office knowingly conceal infor-
mation its own representative obtained 
that Iraq was, in fact, not attempting 
to purchase nuclear materials from 
Niger? Was the White House in posses-
sion of the same information prior to 
the President giving his shocking dec-
laration in Cincinnati? 

There is no question that the Presi-
dent’s statements, which we now know 
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